
 
 

 
 
 
Invitation  

 
It's all about the patient 

 

'Connected in translation' - creating sustainable IT infrastructures for 
medical research in the Netherlands  

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

You are warmly invited to the CTMM TraIT Symposium ‘Connected in Translation’, which will take 

place on March 19, 2013, from 13.30 - 18.00 hours at the ’In de Driehoek’ Conference Center, 

Willemsplantsoen 1c, 3511 LA Utrecht.  

 

‘Connected in Translation’ will focus on the data and information challenges facing the translational 

medical research community in the 21st century. Rapid advancements in technologies such as next-

generation sequencing together with the larger patient cohorts needed for research in personalized 

medicine are resulting in an ever-increasing volume of data. Yet today’s researchers are having to 

cope with the resulting IT complexity in an era of shrinking budgets. In the face of these challenges, 

the decision makers in medical research are increasingly looking towards collaborative models. IT 

infrastructures suited to supporting future innovations in translational medical research can only be 

sustained through close collaboration between all the key stakeholders, including scientists, medical 

centers, patients, the medical industry and the government. 

 

During ‘Connected in Translation’, CTMM will present its TraIT project - a forward looking initiative to 

implement a nationally accessible IT infrastructure for translational research in the Netherlands. Over 

25 public and private partner organizations are already collaborating in the project. 

 

Other speakers at the symposium will provide perspectives from the pharmaceutical industry, 

university medical centers, patient advocacy groups, and biobanks. 

 

‘Connected in Translation’ offers you a unique opportunity to learn more about developments in data 

sharing for translational research and to discuss the issues with scientists, project partners and 

decision makers. 

  

Big Data increases the possibility to customize care to patients. It will enable personalized medicine 

and may result in huge savings in healthcare costs. 

 

  

http://www.indedriehoek.nl/routewijzer.html
http://www.indedriehoek.nl/routewijzer.html


 
 

 
Programme: 

 

   12.30  Lunch  

   13.00  Registration open  

   

13.30 - 14.00  Connecting the ends in 

translational research  

Gerrit Meijer 

Principal Investigator of CTMM TraIT project, 

Professor of Pathology VUmc 

   

14.00 - 14.30 Cooperation between Dutch 

University Medical Centers and 

partners beyond 

Frank Miedema 

Netherlands Federation of UMCs (NFU), Vice 

Chairman Executive Board/Dean UMC Utrecht 

   

14.30 - 15.00 Integrating data in Europe: 

tranSMART & eTRIKS 

Ian Dix PhD 

Director of Informatics 

R&D Information 

AstraZeneca 

   15.00 - 15.30 Tea Break  

   

15.30 - 16.00  Connecting Biobanks Ronald Stolk 

Chair of Clinical Epidemiology,  

UMC Groningen 

   

16.00 - 16.30 High-quality outcome data: the 

holy grail 

Jan Raaijmakers 

Vice-President External Scientific Collaborations 

Europe, GlaxoSmithKline  

   

16.30 - 17.00 The patient view: how to use my 

research data?  

Hans Stam 

Managing Director,  

Dutch Heart Foundation 

   17.00 - 18.00  Networking & Drinks  

 

Chair: Peter Luijten, CTMM Chief Scientific Officer and Professor of Functional Medical Imaging 

UMC Utrecht 

 

Updates of the programme will appear on the CTMM TraIT website. 

 

As you may know, CTMM receives generous funding from five charitable foundations – the Dutch 

Arthritis Foundation, the Dutch Diabetes Foundation, the Dutch Kidney Foundation, the Dutch Cancer 

Society and the Dutch Heart Foundation. Representatives from these foundations will be present to 

discuss your ideas and talk about their own work on behalf of patients. 

 

During drinks there will be ample opportunity to discuss your ideas with other participants. 

   

Participation is free and lunch will be provided beforehand. If you require lunch, please indicate this 
when registering. 

 

To register for the TraIT Symposium, click on the Register link and fill in the appropriate checkbox(es).  

 

  

http://www.ctmm.nl/pro1/general/start.asp?i=1&j=0&k=0&p=0&itemid=330&folder=Welcome%20to%20the%20CTMM%20TraIT%20website&title=Translational%20Research%20IT%20(TraIT)%20project
https://www.ctmm.nl/pro2/forms/register_step1.aspx?guid=83874e87-da5d-46ad-8ca0-99dc62444883


 
 

 
In due course we will send you the final programme and route description. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

on behalf of the CTMM Executive Board 

 

 

 

Peter Luijten  

CTMM Chief Scientific Officer 

 Gerrit Meijer  

CTMM TraIT Principal Investigator 

 

 

 

 

 

More about CTMM 

CTMM, Center for Translational Molecular Medicine, has established a highly effective infrastructure 

for public-private partnerships. Rigorous peer review and medical technology assessment (MTA) 

maximize the chances that projects will successfully translate science into better healthcare, resulting 

in economic gain and an improved quality of life for an aging population. 

 

 

More about TraIT 
TraIT (Translational Research IT) is a CTMM initiated project that is building an IT infrastructure for 
translational research based on existing standards and software platforms. Sharing translational 
research data allows researchers in widely dispersed groups to combine and jointly analyze data from 
large patient cohorts and multiple research studies, and to develop more personalized treatment for 
diseases such as cancer and cardiovascular disease.  
 
 


